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May 8, 1992
UM TO SURVEY FEMALE STUDENTS ABOUT SEXUAL ASSAULT 
MISSOULA -
A survey will be mailed May 8 to about 5,000 women attending The University of 
Montana to determine the number of them who have been sexually assaulted.
The survey, which follows a series of meetings of the campus Sexual Assault Task 
Force formed by President George Dennison, will help administrators decide how better to 
serve victims and prevent further such crimes.
"Last year, 88 women enrolled at UM sought services for sexual assault at the 
Women’s Place, whereas UM statistics (cases reported to the Department of Campus Safety) 
were very low," says Dr. Nancy Fitch, director of UM’s Student Flealth Services.
Fitch wouldn’t be surprised if the actual figures were three times the number reported 
to Women’s Place, she says.
UM sociology Associate Professors Dan Doyle and Jim Burfeind will administer the 
survey, and Fitch will be an adviser. The mailing will be done in three waves to ensure the 
highest possible return rate.
Survey recipients will receive a questionnaire that will protect their anonymity and be 
asked to return it simultaneously with a post card. Only women who don’t send in the post 
card will receive further survey mailings.
"We want people to tell the truth, to be as forthcoming as they feel comfortable 
with," Fitch says.
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The survey, which will cost about $13,500, is funded by a number of groups, 
including the Associated Students of The University of Montana, Office of the President, 
Division of Student Affairs, Intercollegiate Athletics, Department of Campus Safety, 
Interfratemity and Panhellenic councils, and Montana Board of Crime Control.
That ASUM donated $5,000 shows UM students’ commitment to battling the sexual- 
assault problem, Fitch says. "But the University is very concerned as well," she says. "We 
want to take a real pro-active stance on this."
President Dennison has allocated $10,000 to fund a help center for sexual-assault 
victims that would be based in Student Health Services in 1992-93, Fitch says. Whether the 
center will receive funding thereafter may depend partly on the survey results, she adds.
m
Contacts: Dr. Nancy Fitch, Student Health Services director, 243-2122; sociology Associate 
Professor Dan Doyle, 243-5912 or 243-5281; or sociology Associate Professor Jim Burfeind. 
243-4811 or 243-5281.
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